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Text:  Matthew 22:34-40 
Key Verse:  Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” - Matthew 22:37-39 
 

Basic Outline for 1-hour study 
Introduction by lead:  Satan was the first to test Jesus and the Pharisees and Sadducees 
follow in testing Jesus.  This evening we’re are going to see how Jesus was tested by an expert 
in the law by being asked this question, “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 
law?” - Matthew 22:36.  With a break from his discourse with his testers from the two previous 
questions, (Matthew 22:17; 22:28), Jesus gives the most straightforward answers to questions 
posed to Jesus in this chapter.  5 minutes 
 
Teaching:  Love is the foundation of life.  15-20 minutes 

❏ Setting the Scene:   Jesus had just silenced the Pharisees and Sadducees with his 
teaching and their hopes of entrapping Jesus and and get him to incriminate himself, 
which they could use to bring him before the Romans for execution, were fading.  So an 
expert of the law, with the same purpose of the Pharisees and Sadducees of trapping 
Jesus, requests that Jesus identify the greatest commandment in the law.     
In Jesus’ day, there were two dominant “yokes” or sets of interpretation that were held.  
One from the rabbinical school of the Shammai which believed the two greatest 
commandments were, “love God with all your heart and all your soul and all your might” 
and “obey the sabbath.”  The rabbinical school of the Hillel said the two greatest 
commandments are to love God with all you got and love your neighbor as yourself.   

❏ Jesus’ response:  Jesus gives a straightforward answer.  He picks a side and agrees 
with the Hillel school of thought. 

❏ Jesus summarizes:  “All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments” 
- Matthew 22:40.  Nothing in Scripture can really make sense or be obeyed unless these 
two laws are obeyed.   
 

Table Time:  How do we implement this teaching in our everyday lives?   30-35 minutes 
❏ How do you show your love for God? 
❏ Who are three people in this world that you love the most? How do they know that you 

love them? 
❏ Who is your neighbor?  What does it mean to love your neighbor? (see Luke 10:25-37) 
❏ In loving God, where are you the strongest?  The weakest?   
❏ In loving your neighbor, where do you display it often and where do you seldom display 

it? 
 
Wrap Up - How are you going to demonstrate love to your neighbor this week? 


