
Get out or Get in 
January 29th 2020 

Text: Matthew 18:15-18 
If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they 
listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along , 
so that every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. If they still 
refuse to listen, tell it to the church and if they refuse to listen even to the church treat them as 
you would a pagan or a tax collector 
 

Basic outline for a 1-hour study 
Introduction: The church has a reputation for shooting it’s own wounded. When someone 
messes up, we talk about them, we react to them and we try to distance ourselves from them. 
Most of the way we treat the person who blows it is taken from Matthew 18. My question is 
simple - what if we have the interpretation of Matthew 18 wrong? What if it is not about kicking 
people out of the church, but bringing them back in?  
  
Teaching:  Changing the way we look at scripture 15-20 mins 
❏ Sub-headings are not scripture 

❏ Greek manuscripts were nothing like our Bibles today 
❏ We placed sub headings to make it easier to find things for the modern reader, 

but that was an invention we came up with and sometimes it does more harm 
than good.  

❏ Read context  
❏ Story of the Lost Sheep 
❏ Parable of the unmerciful servant 
❏ For the best reading we might want to start and stop when Jesus does. He 

begins this talk in verse 3 and doesn't stop until verse 35 
❏ Better understanding  

❏ Have in mind the story of the Lost Sheep and the role of the shepherd 
❏ Play this scenario out 

❏ Before you jump in - think of Jesus’ audience in this story. It is the 
disciples. He is teaching them on how to deal with sin in their 
relationships with each other.  

❏ If something comes up Peter should just go to James and talk to him 
about it. If James goes “oh, I see how that would be a bad pattern for me”, 
then wahoo you’ve solved it. If not, then Peter should bring John and 
Thomas into the discussion. 

❏ IF James still persists in his sin it is probably time for the twelve to get 
together and talk about this. James, would then have a choice. Do I want 
to be a part of this group of people who are committed to passionately 
following Jesus, or do I want to do my own thing? If he chooses to do his 
own thing, then treat him like a pagan or a tax collector 



❏ However, don’t forget how Jesus treated pagans and tax collectors. Also, 
don’t forget that the person writing this was also a tax collector.  

Table time:  
❏ Read the parable of the unmerciful servant (Mt. 18:21-35)- what does this have to 

do with what we have been talking about? Why is mercy necessary for this to 
work?  

❏ How would you apply this teaching of Jesus to the circle of guys that you are in 
right now?  

❏ Do you have relationships that are that honest in your life currently? Who are 
they?  

❏ What is one step you can take right now to bring your life more in line with this 
teaching?  

❏ Who is in your circle has hurt you and now needs to be brought back in your 
circle  instead of being kept out? 

 
Wrap Up: This is the last week of the fast.  How have you taken this time to draw closer to God. 
and how are you going to apply this lesson?  Finally, this lesson tonight is not just a lesson for 
us to think about in this moment.  Forgiveness and bringing others back into our circle is that we 
need to practice daily in our lives. 
 
 


