
Broken Messiah 
January 8th 2020 

Text: Matthew 14:1-21 
Key Verse: When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary 
place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. Matthew 14:13-14  
 

Basic Outline for 1-hour study 
Introduction by lead: Tonight, we are going to focus in on a struggling Jesus. He has just lost 
his cousin and someone very close to him. I want you to watch how He handles this and ask 
yourself the question “what do I do when I have no gas left in the tank?” 5 mins 
 
Teaching: Leading when you just want to curl up and die.  15-20 mins 

❏ Setting the Scene: Jesus had just found out about John the Baptist. This passage tells 
us that Jesus was in his hometown and things weren’t going well. (Mt. 13:53-58) Not 
only did He not do a lot of miracles, but the people of his hometown took offense at him 
and rejected him outright.  

❏ Jesus’ immediate reaction: WITHDREW. This wasn’t wrong. In fact, it was the best 
thing He could do. Jesus got alone to grieve, to gather his thoughts, to face the reality of 
what was happening. 

❏ He had a boat ride: That was it!! His time to process everything that was happening 
was a simple boat ride.  

❏ Sometimes God gives you JUST what you need and nothing more. 
❏ In fact, God is more often the God of just enough, then he is way more than 

enough.  
❏ What brought him out of the depths of his despair? Mark says it this way. “When 

Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd”. 
 

Table Time: How do we implement this teaching in our everyday lives? 30-35 mins 
❏ Who is listening to your voice? Who is following you?  
❏ What do you do when you feel overwhelmed, but people still need you? 
❏ Are you following God like a sheep would follow God? 
❏ Where is God leading you? 

 
Closing: Talk about the Fast and wrap up in prayer. 5 mins 
 
 
Intro Teaching - Sheep without a shepherd. Mark 9:36 - only available on audio  


